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NYSWRC Asks Wildlife Rehabilitators to Join 
Forces in Opposing New License ConditionsBy: 
Kelly Martin, NYSWRC President 

As you received your wildlife rehabilitation licenses 

this year you will have seen the new conditions 

imposed upon us. NYSWRC strongly opposes, not only 

many of the conditions, but the manner in which these 

conditions were developed. No wildlife rehabilitators 

were included in the process. This is not good 

governance and is in opposition to NYSDECôs own 

policy as stated on their website in the ñManagement 

Plan for White-tailed Deer in New York State 2012-

2016ò.  

The new conditions exemplify a heavy-handed and 

secretive process that gave no consideration to the 

regulated community, something not likely to have 

been done to other license holders, namely sportsmen. 

No rationale, scientific data, or proof of a need for these 

changes has been put forth by NYSDEC. For many 

years NYSWRC fostered a cooperative working 

relationship with Special Licenses but that unit is no 

longer making decisions for the licenses it issues.  

Members of the NYSWRC Board of Directors, along 

with myself, met with the new Chief of the Bureau of 

Wildlife, Joe Racette, to inform him of the problems 

these new conditions would cause for licensed wildlife 

rehabilitators, the public, and certain wildlife species. 

We felt Mr. Racette was open to  listening and we 

thought sincere consideration would be given to  
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 Adventures in Urban Rehab  by Cathy Wolfe  

 
I was born and raised in Colorado, but I found myself 

living in Brooklyn four years ago and wanting to 

continue my career in wildlife rehabilitation. My vet in 

Colorado told me stories of how the DEC worked with 

its rehabilitators and how the laws and licensing were 

much more friendly in New York than in my native state 

(surprising, considering its outdoor reputation, I know). 

Colorado is a "let nature take its course" state. Being 

licensed by the same people who issue hunting licenses 

can make working together very interesting and 

complicated at times - and so I yearned for greener 

pastures and a change of scenery in my life.  

 

My first week in New York, I attended the NYSWRC 

conference, and it introduced me to an entirely new 

world of possibilities. I met several people and 

connections ï two of which led to jobs. I started working 

at a bird center in NYC. Even though my specialty was 

mammals, I had often helped out in the bird room in 

Colorado, and I'm always eager to learn more. They were 

also interested in having me start a mammal program to 

better manage the increasing number of mammals 

coming in (since there are not many places for wildlife to 

go in the city). Over time I started to learn how 

interesting rehabbing in NYC can be.  

 

Little things that I never gave one thought about while 

living in Colorado now became big ordeals. One day, I 

saw that the squirrels needed branches, so I went to the 

park with some scissors and grabbed some. As I was 

coming back in, my co-worker asked where I had gotten 

them, and when I told her, she laughed. She told me it's 

illegal to cut branches off the tress in the streets or the 

park because the city owns them. I had no idea! In 

Colorado, I would just walk out back or around the 

center's property to get what I needed. From this, I 

started brainstorming about how we could get enough 

branches. Could I call mulch companies? Or the park 

rangers? I would find myself on weekend trips out to 

Long Island, jumping out on the side of the road and 

filling my jeep full of branches and acorns.  

 

Then the issue of space! As a person who was raised in 

houses her entire life, finding room dedicated to taking a 

few animals in for home rehab from the center was never 

a tall or expensive order.  This became an impossible 

commodity in the city . Not only is your personal space 

limited in NYC, but you are also living in close quarters 

with others. I was lucky that my second roommate was a 

good friend from Colorado who knew me back when I 

took in litters of raccoons. When I told him I needed 

the  ódown and outô adult squirrel to stay in a cardboard 

box in the bathroom until I could get a proper cage and 

take him to the vet, my roommate shrugged - he asked 

what if he gets out, and I responded that's why he's in the 

bathroom with the door closed. We have all experienced 

the óescaped squirrel in your bedroom' - not fun to catch. 

So in proper wildlife fashion, the squirrel hopped out of 

the box while my roommate was using the bathroom and 

led to a very amusing phone call. I was also fortunate 

that my roommate was a chef. When the squirrel didn't 

make it, the idea of a squirrel being in the freezer until I 

could get him to the vet for cremation also did not upset 

him. I can't say the same for other roommates who have 

dug in the freezer and opened the double plastic bag I 

told them not to touch. Not having a dedicated room for 

my work has limited my ability to take in animals bigger 

than juveniles, and this is disappointing at times. 

Sometimes just finding a space in the smallest room for 

my two clam shell cages of baby squirrels and having 

enough outlets for heating pads can be a challenge. Once 

they are big enough, I have to transfer the animals to my 

co-founder for bigger (and eventually outdoor) caging. 

This is our biggest bottle neck at this point, since we can 

only take what our two modest outdoor cages can handle. 

This is all in addition to having a steady job that pays the 

bills so I can keep my career in rehab current.  

 

While I was at the bird center - quickly seeing that they 

lacked capacity to take on these mammals, and realizing 

there were not many places for the animals to go ï an 

idea was born. My friends mentioned that I should start 

my own rehab center, but I dismissed it initially. I 

thought I might do it one day, but NYC seemed like it 

would be a pain since space is expensive. Then groups of 

friends and co-workers approached me and said they 

were interested in starting a mammal center as well. One 

day, two of my co-workers (who had already put a lot of 

effort and thought into starting a center) met with me and 

asked if I wanted to join them in pursuing this idea. I felt 

it was destiny, and I joined them with excitement for a 

new experience and a chance to continue my career in 

wildlife rehab. After meeting every week after work, we 

decided on the name "Urban Utopia Wildlife Rehab,ò 

and found a pro-bono lawyer to help us file our 

paperwork and trademark our name and logo. Finally, a 

few months later, we got our 501(c)3, and it all hit me. I 

had helped to start my own non-profit. We have spent 

much of our time focusing on our education program 

because, without a dedicated space, my co-founder and I  
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DEC Announces Falconry, Wildlife Rehabilitator 
and Leashed Tracking Dog Examinations 
Exams to be held April 8; Registration Deadline March 
18, 2016 
 
Examinations for individuals seeking a license to 

practice the sport of falconry, become a volunteer 

wildlife rehabilitator, or use leashed tracking dogs to 

find wounded or injured big game animals are scheduled 

for Friday, April 8, 2016 the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation announced 

on February 17. 

 

The exams will run from 10 a.m. to noon at most DEC 

Regional Offices across the state.  A list of DEC 

Regional Offices can be found on the DEC website:   

http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/50230.html.  The deadline 

for registering to take any of these free exams is Friday, 

March 18, 2016, and exam registration forms can be 

found at http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/359.html. 

 

 

Adventures in Urban Rehab (Continued from Page 2) 

 

are limited to what we can do in our homes. We 

currently have only two outdoor cages in her back yard. 

We are still looking for a space, but the past year has 

been very successful even without one. A few rehabbers 

in the area have told me that they experience noticeably 

less stress as a result of our work, and that's a good 

feeling. Of course, during the height of the season when 

everyone is full, there is still a need for more people in 

NYC to get licensed and open their homes to wildlife in 

need. We are currently a simple organization with big 

dreams, but I hope the fact that three people saw a need 

for help will show anyone that you can do it too. Our 

hope at UUWR is that one day, wildlife rehab will be 

seen as a career choice similar to a zoologist or a vet 

tech, instead of a hobby for retired people who fund the 

work out of their own pockets. We hope that we can 

reach that dream and grant wildlife rehabilitators not 

only the opportunity to do what they love and feel 

passionately about, but also the ability to earn a living 

wage by doing so. 

Cathy Wolfe is the Co-Founder of Urban Utopia 

Wildlife  Rehabilitation and is a Board Member of the 

N.Y.S. Wildlife Rehabilitation Council. 

Photo Credits:  Nick Moran 
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MESMERIZING MIGRATION: WATCH 118 
BIRD SPECIES MIGRATE ACROSS A MAP OF 
THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
 

For the first time, scientists at the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology have documented migratory movements of 

bird populations spanning the entire year for 118 species 

throughout the Western Hemisphere. The study finds 

broad similarity in the routes used by specific groups of 

speciesðvividly demonstrated by an animated map 

showing patterns of movement across the annual cycle. 

The results of these analyses were published recently in 

the Proceedings of the Royal Society B.  Watch this 

exciting animated map by typing the link below in your 

browser..  
 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/mesmerizing-migration-

watch-118-bird-species-migrate-across-a-map-of-the-

western-hemisphere/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%

20eNews&utm_campaign=791d17d813-

Cornell_Lab_eNews_2016_02_11&utm_medium=email

&utm_term=0_47588b5758-791d17d813-278042025 



 

The NYSWRC Veterinarian of the Year award is 
presented to a veterinarian who has demonstrated 
outstanding qualities and skills that have contributed to a 
cooperative working relationship between the veterinary 
community and wildlife rehabilitators.  
 
In addition to nominating an individual veterinarian, 
NYSWRC has recognized that it is often difficult to 
nominated one individual veterinarian from a hospital 
that has more than one veterinarian and many other staff 
members that contributes to the successful rehabilitation 
of many wildlife patients in conjunction with multiple 
licensed wildlife rehabilitators. NYSWRC also will 
accept a nomination of a veterinary hospital or clinic for 
the award. 
 
When considering candidates for the Veterinarian of the 
Year award the Council recognizes and appreciates the 
efforts of all the veterinarians who have contributed their 
time and skills, frequently without charge, to wildlife 
rehabilitators across the state. The selection of the 
Veterinarian of the Year is based on the veterinarian or 
hospital meeting the majority of the following criteria: 
 
Dedication and Commitment: The Council recognizes 
that veterinarians are highly skilled animal health care 
professionals who must also manage a small business. 
When considering the dedication and commitment of a 
veterinarian, we recognize:  

¶ the willingness of a veterinarian to provide the time 
to work with a wildlife rehabilitator and to share his 
or her knowledge and skills to improve wildlife 
health care  

¶ the sincere interest of the veterinarian to provide 
professional services for wildlife often without  
compensation  

¶ the professional demeanor of the veterinarian that 
fosters open dialogue and respect between a 
veterinarian and a  wildlife rehabilitator  

 

Skills: The Council recognizes that veterinarians are 
professionals who possess the critical skills that are 
required to treat an injured or sick wild animal for 
eventual release to the wild. When considering the skills 
of a veterinarian we recognize:  

¶ an ability by the veterinarian to apply their unique 
skills to wild patients  

¶ a sincere desire by the veterinarian to listen to the 
wild-life rehabilitator and to learn about the wild 
patient to render the best care  

¶ a willingness by the veterinarian to share his or her 
knowledge with the wildlife rehabilitation 
community through participation as speakers in 
education forums such as seminars and workshops  

¶ a desire to learn more about wildlife and wildlife 
rehabilitation so that the veterinarian can enhance 
their skills  

¶ contributions to the field of wildlife rehabilitation 
through the development of innovative wildlife 
health care techniques, by encouraging other 
veterinarians to óvolunteeró to support and work with 
local wildlife rehabilitators and by assisting with the 
professional development of wildlife rehabilitators  

 
People Skills: The Council recognizes that veterinary 
skills alone do not define a professional. When 
considering the people skills of a veterinarian, we 
recognize:  

¶ the interaction between the veterinarian and the wild 
patient  

¶ confidence of the veterinarian that fosters a 
willingness to listen and learn  

¶ the understanding by the veterinarian that they have 
a leadership role in the community and that this often 
entails acting for the ñgreater goodò  

 
The commitment to provide care to wildlife not only 
involves contributions of time, money or expertise. It 
involves a great deal of compassion and heart fueled by a 
genuine interest in and concern for the welfare of 
animals in need regardless of their species.  
 
If you would like to nominate your special 
veterinarian or hospital please send us a letter of 

support using the above criteria. You may also include 
information relevant to your veterinarianós nomination 
such as: where they graduated from veterinary school, 
any wildlife experience obtained while in school, and 
any outside activities demonstrating an interest in 
wildlife. If selected, you will need to supply a 
photograph of the winner.  
 
Please remember that you may resubmit a letter from 
previous year(s), just update it will any new content 
or contact information. 

 
The DEADLINE for this yearós submissions is August 
1. We will notify the wildlife rehabilitator and the 
veterinarian or hospital within a few weeks of the 
selection. An award will be presented at the Annual 
Conference Banquet. The selected veterinarian or 
hospital will be welcome, as our guest, for the eveningós 
festivities and will also receive a one year free 
subscription to Release.  
 
If you have attended a conference, then you know what 
an honor this is for the award recipient. It only happens if 
you nominate an individual or a hospital staff. We look 
forward to reading your nominations !!!!  
 
Please send your letters to the Council at: NYSWRC, 
Attention Veterinary Committee, 1170 State Road, 
Webster, NY  14580. 
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2016 Northeast Native Turtle Summit; An Intensive 

Workshop for Rehabbers 

The Turtle Rescue League is again hosting this yearôs 

Turtle Summit.  This is an intense turtle workshop for all 

those interested in Turtle Rehabilitation, Turtle Biology 

and Turtle Conservation.  There will be educational 

exhibits, tours of our newly renovated and updated turtle 

sanctuary and, most importantly, talks all day from the 

leading minds in the turtle rehabilitation and 

conservation fields.  This is a day long event promoting 

the exchange of ideas and network building 

DATE:  Saturday, March 19, 2016 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Turtle Rescue League Center  

    And Sanctuary 

  456 Lebanon Hill Road 

  Southbridge, MA  01550 

 

This is a free event, but space is limited, so you must 

register. 

 

SPEAKERS: 

¶ Alexxia Bell, Founder and President of the Turtle 

Rescue League, TOPIC:  Tips and Tricks all Turtle 

Rehabbers Need to Know 

¶ Natasha Nowick, Co-Founder of the Turtle Rescue 

League, TOPIC:  tbd 

¶ Dr. Florina Tseng, Director of Tufts Wildlife Clinic 

¶ Chris Bogard, Licensed New Hampshire Wildlife 

Rehabilitator, TOPIC: Managing Injured, Gravid 

Turtles and the Use of Oxytocin for Oviposition 

¶ Chris Bowe, Wood Turtle Conservationist, TOPIC: 

Potential Wood Turtle Conservation Strategies 

¶ Kathy Michell, Founder and President of N.Y. 

Center for Turtle Rehabilitation and Conservation, 

TOPIC: tbd 

¶ Rebecca Shoer, Coordinator at Massachusetts 

Audubon Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary, TOPIC: tbd 

¶ Pam Meier, Founder and President of the Turtleôs 

Back and CT Wildlife Rehabilitator, TOPIC: First 

Years Experience in Turtle Rehabilitation 

¶ Joanie Caruso, Groton Turtle Conservation and 

Rescue, MA Wildlife Rehabilitator, TOPIC: It 

Takes a Village 

 

There are plenty of nearby hotels; if you need a place to 

stay, we are also able to host a few people here at our 

facility (Please ask for this option). 

 

We will have breakfast (coffee, tea, muffins, donuts, 

etc.)  We will have a small amount of basic foods for 

lunch; but it is recommended that you bring something. 

 

If you are interested in attending, please e-mail us at 

broodingturtle@gmail.com or 

alexxiaisaturtle@gmail.com or call us at 508 404-7887. 

You must register for this event. 

 

 
NYSWRC Veterinarian of the Year Award  

Recipients:  
1996 Dr. Mark Pokras  2006 Dr. Brian Landenberger 
1997 Dr. Michael Bond   2007 Dr. Brian Hall  
1998 Dr. Alison Hazel   2008 Dr. Karen Moran  
1999 Dr. Carl Tomascke  2009 Dr. Erica Miller  
2000 Dr. Basil Tangredi  2010 Dr. Matthew Dunaif  
2001 Dr. Wendi Westrom  2011 Dr. Christopher Elson  
2002 Dr. Carl Eisenhard  2012 Dr. Jonathan Turetsky  
2003 Dr. James Robinson  2013 Dr. Tanya Jackson  
2004 Dr. Laura Wade   2014 Dr. Ellen Leonhardt 
2005 Dr. Victor J. Dasaro 2015 Dr. Justin Molnar 
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é.to a wildlife rehabber, of course! 
  Cartoon by John Earl 

  



 

New License Conditions (Continued from Page 1) 

altering the new conditions. Unfortunately, his bosses in 

the Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources 

refuse to budge. In short these conditions: are unfair, 

represent over-regulation, were developed in absence of 

input from the regulated community, is inhumane and 

will leave adult and young animals to suffer, and will 

enable the public to keep fawns or cubs when 

rehabilitators are unable to legally accept them.  

In addition, it is irresponsible that the NYSDEC has not 

informed the public that a resource is being taken away 

and no alternatives have been put forth. Inadequate 

responses already exist when it comes to injured deer, 

bear, or moose and NYSDEC is putting themselves in the 

crosshairs of extremely negative media attention and 

public disfavor. 

NYSWRC is asking for you to help in letting NYSDEC 

know that as regulated community, as a group consisting 

primarily of volunteers who provide a public service, we 

strongly oppose the new conditions. Enclosed in this 

issue, on Page 8, is a letter that can be signed and sent to 

the NYSDEC Commissioner. Also, on Page 7, there is an 

informational flyer that can be distributed to your sources 

that typically refer wildlife calls to you. Should these 

license conditions remain in place, you will need to be 

prepared to refer calls you cannot handle back to your 

regional NYSDEC office. If you have a liaison with 

media in your area it would be prudent to let your public 

know that there will be situations you will not be able to 

respond to legally. 

The Uncommon, Common Loon 
By Dr. Karen Moran 
 
Common loons are an infrequent visitor to our wildlife 
department at the Erie County SPCA. These gorgeous birds 
breed in the Adirondacks and other areas further north. In the 
late fall, their breeding lakes freeze over and loons migrate 
south to open water for the winter. Most travel to areas along 
the Atlantic coast or to the Gulf of Mexico, but some 
overwinter on the Great Lakes. 
 
Loons live their entire lives on the water and are expert divers. 
Their bodies are streamlined and built for power. They have 
elongated attachments for their leg muscles, which give their 
feet extra strength. Only their ankles and feet are exposed from 
the very end of their bodies.  They need only use their giant 
webbed feet for propulsion and steering.  While diving, their 
wings stay tucked in close to the body.  Their bones are 
marrow filled, not hollow, and they can squeeze air from their 
feathers and air sacs helping to make them less buoyant for 
deeper, longer dives. The average dive lasts 1 minute and they 
can dive up to 200 feet to catch fish, their primary source of 
food. While their leg placement and body density are perfect 
for diving, these attributes make moving on land very difficult.  
Loons cannot stand on land and are unable lift off if they 
become accidentally grounded. 
 
Loons are in need of rescue when they become stranded on 
land during migration.  If a grounded loon is found soon after a 
misguided landing and there are no abnormalities noted during 
a physical examination, the loon can be released back to the 
water and all is well!  In some instances, loons have become 
severely injured during landing or while struggling on the 
ground.  The unfortunate bird may become weakened and 
emaciated if not found quickly.   
 
The SPCA wildlife department recently cared for a Common 
loon that was injured during a crash landing.  The loon was 
rescued by a wildlife rehabilitator who quickly discovered that 
the loon had a dislocated elbow.  The rehabilitator stabilized 
the injured wing with a supportive wrap and reached out for 
help.  Knowing that the SPCAôs wildlife department has 
experience rehabilitating loons, the rehabilitator transported 
the injured loon to us for continued care. 
 
The loon was very lucky to have been rescued, but she was 
very stressed from the whole ordeal.  As soon as she arrived, 
she was placed in a specialized outdoor swim pool so she 
could swim and drink.  Loons are very susceptible to fungal 
pneumonia (aspergillosis) when in captivity, so keeping her on 
the water in a quiet location was critical to her recovery.  She 
was made as comfortable as possible while we began to 
address the elbow injury. 
 
The loon was anesthetized so she would keep still while the 
elbow luxation was secured with a waterproof bandage.  
Radiographs confirmed that the elbow had good placement 
and that there were no fractures.  The next challenge was to 
keep the waterproof tape on the wing while the loon was in the 
water.  We also had to hope that the bird would tolerate her 
bandage and not remove it on her own.  It was important the 
wrap stay in place as this wrap was needed to stabilize the 
joint until it was fully healed.  In addition to the wing 
stabilization, her treatment plan included pain medication, 
vitamins, itraconazole (to help prevent pneumonia), two 
physical therapy sessions under anesthesia to keep the elbow  
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Technician putting an IV in 
an injured deer at the Wildlife 
Rescue Center in Hampton 
Bays, NY 

Same deer more alert the 
next day. 

Continued on Page 9 



 

 

 

b9² /hb5L¢Lhb{ hb ¢I9 ²L[5[LC9 w9I!.L[L¢!¢Lhb [L/9b{9 twhIL.L¢ [L/9b{95 ²L[5[LC9 w9I!.L[¢!¢hw{ ό[²wύ 

Cwha w9t{hb5LbD ¢h /9w¢!Lb {L¢¦!¢Lhb{ Lb±h[±LbD a¦¢9 {²!b{Σ .9!wΣ ahh{9Σ hw ²IL¢9-¢!L[95 599wΦ 

/hb¢!/¢ ¸h¦w w9DLhb![ b¸{59/ hCCL/9 ¢h h.¢!Lb ¢I9 ah{¢ 9CC/L9b¢ /hb¢!/¢ LbChwa!¢Lhb !{ ! w9{h¦w/9 

¢h DL±9 ¢h ¢I9 t¦.[L/ [hhYLbD Chw I9[t ²L¢I ¢I9{9 {t9/L9{ LC ! ²L[5[LC9 w9I!.L[L¢!¢hw L{ ¦b!.[9 ¢h [9D![[¸ 

w9{thb5 ¢hΥ  

¶ aǳǘŜ ǎǿŀƴǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŦŜǿ ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀǘŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜǳǘƘŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƻƴƭȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǳǘƘŀƴŀǎƛŀ ƻǊ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ 

ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ b¸{59/Φ 

¶ bƻ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ ōŜŀǊΣ ƳƻƻǎŜΣ ƻǊ ŘŜŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ 

ƻǊ ǎƛŎƪ ŀŘǳƭǘ ōŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƻǎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ Ƴƻǎǘ [²wΦ LƴƧǳǊŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŀōƭŜΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊΦ b¸{59/ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŜǳǘƘŀƴƛȊŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŜƴǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŘŜŜǊ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΣ ƛŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ b¸{59/ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΦ  

¶ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ Ŧŀǿƴǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ нл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻǊ 

ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ b¸{59/Φ  

¶ .ŜŀǊ Ŏǳōǎ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ нр ǇƻǳƴŘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ b¸{59/ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 

ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ LŦ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴΣ ȅŜǘ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ 

b¸{59/ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΦ 

 

 

!{Y ¸h¦w w9DLhb![ b¸{59/ hCCL/9Σ ²IhΣ !b5 !¢ ²I!¢ b¦a.9wΣ [²w {Ih¦[5 /hb¢!/¢ Lb ¢I9 Ch[[h²LbD 

w9v¦Lw95 {L¢¦!¢Lhb{Υ  

¶ bƻǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳǳǘŜ ǎǿŀƴΣ ōŜŀǊΣ ƳƻƻǎŜΣ ƻǊ ŘŜŜǊ  

¶ !ƭƭ ŘŜŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрǘƘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜ 

¶ !ƭƭ ōŜŀǊ Ŏǳōǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нрǘƘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜ 
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/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ .ŀǎƛƭ {ŜƎƎƻǎ 

bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 

снр .ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅΤ мпǘƘ CƭƻƻǊ 

!ƭōŀƴȅΣ b¸ мнноо 

 

5ŜŀǊ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ {ŜƎƎƻǎΣ 

 

 L ŀƳ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 

нлмс ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ όb¸{59/ύ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ¦ƴƛǘΣ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ 

ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ Ƴȅ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ƳǳǘŜ ǎǿŀƴǎΣ 

ōŜŀǊΣ ƳƻƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ-ǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜŜǊΦ !ǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ L ŀƳ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ό[²wύ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴƻ ǊŀǝƻƴŀƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ƴƻ 

ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǊǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴƻ ƴƻǝŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴƻ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ  

 

 L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ b¸{59/ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ƻƴ [²wΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿŜ 

ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ b¸{59/ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΣ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŜŘΣ ǎƛŎƪΣ ƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ b¸{59/ ǎǘŀũ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ b¸{59/ ǎǘŀũ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǳǘƘŀƴƛȊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘΣ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ [ƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΥ 

 

¶ Cŀǿƴǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ [²w ǿƘƻ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŘŜŜǊ ƻƊŜƴ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴΦ  ²Ƙƻ 

ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎΚ 

¶ bƻ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊΣ ōŜŀǊΣ ƻǊ ƳƻƻǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǝƴƎ [²w ŦǊƻƳ ŀƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳƻƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƛŎƪ ƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŜǳǘƘŀƴƛȊŜŘΣ Ƴȅ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘŜŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŜΦ ²ƛƭƭ b¸{59/ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΚ 

¶ 5ŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƻǊ ŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŦǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘΦ hƊŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ŘŜŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴŜΦ ²ƛƭƭ b¸{59/ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŜǳǘƘŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΚ 

¶  ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǿŜƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜŀǊ Ŏǳōǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǿƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘΣ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎΚ 

¶ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǝŦȅ b¸{59/ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ Ŧŀǿƴ ƻǊ Ŏǳō ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ пу ƘƻǳǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΤ ǿŜ 

Ƴŀȅ ƎŜǘ ΨǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴΦ ²ƛƭƭ 

b¸{59/ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΚ 

 

 [²wǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ b¸{59/ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ƻũŜǊ ƴƻ 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ b¸{59/ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΦ 

{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ 

²L[5[LC9 w9I!.L[L¢!¢hw{ Lb {¦tthw¢ hC ²L[5[LC9 w9I!.L[L¢!¢Lhb 
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Common Loon (Continued from Page 6) 

from stiffening and lots and lots of yummy fish. We were very 
lucky that she was a cooperative loon. She willingly ate her 
fish and left her wing alone. 
 
When the bandage was removed 7 days later, her elbow 
luxation had remained stable. She was given a day to swim 
without the wrap to monitor for any recurrence.  The elbow 
remained in place and she was taken to Lake Ontario for 
release.  Strengthening and any additional healing could be 
done out in the wild since flying would be unnecessary and 
diving would not require the use of her wings.   A loon can 
only thrive when out in her natural habitat, so a stay in 
captivity must be kept to a minimum. We wish her all the best 
this winter and a safe trip back to her breeding lake next 
spring! 
 
Loons face many threats to their survival, including lead 
poisoning, botulism, mercury toxicity, human disturbances at 
nesting lakes, habitat destruction and climate change. 
Returning a grounded loon back to the water is very rewarding 
and is one way I feel I can make a difference. But there are so 
many things that can be done to help, ranging from a simple 
individual act to changing oneôs lifestyle to impacting 
government policies. 
 
Human Disturbance: 
Watching and listening to loons in the Adirondacks or any 
other northern lake is the most incredible experience. Adults 
are strong enough swimmers to escape any paddler, but it is 
important to keep your distance from a loon nest or loon 
family with young chicks. Disturbing loons at this vulnerable 
time can cause nest failure or can cause young chicks to 
become separated and lost from their parents. Loons only have 
a short time to raise their chicks in order for the young to have 
enough time to learn to fly and be ready for migration. Even if 
a family with a failed first nesting is able to have a second 
clutch, the delayed hatching may be a disadvantage. Worse 
still, the family may not be successful in raising any young 
that year.   
 
Lead Poisoning: 
Loons become poisoned when they ingest lead sinkers. Lead 
poisoning is fatal for loons. By the time a loon is weak enough 
to be caught, he is either dead or dying, and beyond treatment. 
But lead poisoning has an easy fix for those willing to make 
the effort. Saving a loon requires only for the fisherman to use 
non-lead sinkers while angling. Also, loons can become 
entangled in discarded fishing line, causing starvation and 
death in many. Simply disposing of the line properly can 
prevent needless deaths. You can go one step further and start 
a fishing line recycling program. More information can be 
found at www.fishinglinerecycling.org. 
 
Mercury Toxicity: 
Mercury toxicity is damaging to loons and aquatic ecosystems. 
Wind conditions and topography concentrate mercury 
emissions from coal-burning power plants in the Midwest, the 
Ohio Valley and Pennsylvania into Adirondack lakes. These 
lakes are also highly acidic due to hydrogen sulfide and 
nitrogen oxide emissions from the burning of fossil fuels 
upwind of the Adirondacks. Elemental mercury is converted to 
its toxic form, methylmercury, at a much greater rate in acidic 
water, and acidic lakes with high concentrations of mercury 
cause the most problems for loons. Fish accumulate the toxic 
mercury and then are eaten by loons. High mercury levels 
affect loon behavior and greatly decrease their reproductive 

success, limiting growth of affected populations. It can also 
decrease a bird's survival rate and make the affected loon 
more susceptible to other diseases. Approximately 25% of 
loons sampled in the Adirondacks had mercury levels high 
enough to cause toxicity. 
http://www.briloon.org/adkloon. 
 
Global Warming: 
Burning coal is not only the cause of acid rain and increased 
mercury levels, but is also a major factor in global warming. 
The use of fossil fuels for energy has devastating effects on 
the climate. The rapid pace at which the climate is changing is 
a major threat to the survival of many species of birds, 
including the common loon. Since birds require specific 
temperature ranges to survive, they will need to move north to 
find suitable climate conditions. Unfortunately, the specialized 
habitat required by many species of birds may not be found in 
these new temperature zones, drastically decreasing the area 
they need to survive. Audubon's climate change report (http://
climate.audubon.org) shows that by 2050 common loons will 
lose 32% of their summer range and 63% of their winter 
range. By 2080, they will lose 56% of their summer range and 
75% of their winter range. In the near future, common loons 
will become an increasingly rare sight in the United State's 
northern breeding lakes as the climate warms and the species' 
breeding grounds shift into Canada. Hopefully loons will be 
able to persevere even as climate change and the many threats 
to their survival work against them. The world would be quiet 
and empty without the haunting calls and the majestic beauty 
of the common loon.  
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65TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
WILDLIFE DISEASE ASSOCIATION 

 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 31 - August 5, 2016 
Hosted by Cornell University at Greek Peak Mountain Resort 
Cortland, New York, USA 
 
Sustainable Wildlife: Health Matters! 
Make plans to join us at the 65th International Conference of the Wildlife Disease Association to be held Ju-
ly 31-August 5, 2016. The meeting is hosted by Cornell University and will be held at the beautiful Greek 
Peak Mountain Resort in central New York State. We look forward to having an exciting scientific program 
and plenty of opportunities for networking. Our plenary session will focus on the role of health in sustaining 
wildlife populations. There will be special sessions on Turtle Health and Bringing Social Sciences to Wild-
life Research. Exciting opportunities to explore the Fingers Lakes Region of central New York! Tour winer-
ies, hike around beautiful waterfalls, or go padding on one of the many lakes in the area. We look forward to 
seeing you in New York next summer.  
Conference Website: www.wda2016.org 
 
Upcoming Dates and Deadlines: 
Registration opens: Thursday, January 21, 2016 
Call for abstracts begins: Thursday, January 21, 2016 
Deadline for abstract submission: Friday, April 1, 2016 
Early registration closes: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 
Conference begins with pre-conference workshops: :Sunday, July 31, 2016 
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Peregrine Falcon Successfully Released 
By Lauren Schulz-Eddings 
 
On a summer day in early July, our center at 
Volunteers for Wildlife was bustling with admissions 
of the usual suspects including small armies of 
Mallards, Opossums, Robins and Squirrels.  The phone 
rings off the hook on summer days as we advise caller 
after caller to ñput the babies backò in between calls on 
injured animals.  That afternoon, an injured raptor was 
called in from North Shore Long Island Jewish 
Hospital about fifteen miles outside of Manhattan.   
The falcon collided at high speed with one of the 
buildingôs large glass windows and was found by one 
of the facilityôs staff.   A photo sent by the finder 

confirmed the raptor was indeed a Peregrine Falcon.    
We dispatched one of our rehabilitators quickly to 
contain and transport the young bird to our center. 
 

On arrival back at our center, the falcon was examined.   
She was dull and unable to stand.  Just a first year bird, 
she had probably only fledged from the nest weeks 
prior.  We began treating her for head trauma with 
supportive care, including an anti-inflammatory, 
subcutaneous fluids, and rest in a dark, quiet hospital 
cage.  We notified the NYSDEC of her arrival and 
waited to see how she would fare through her first 
night.   Fortunately, she pulled through night one and 
while still unable to stand on her second day with us, 
she did look a bit brighter in the morning.   We began  

Continued on Page 11 



 

Peregrine Falcon (Continued from Page 10) 
 

tube feeding the falcon to keep her weight up.  Each day, 
she seemed to gain more strength and by the fifth day, 
she was able to stand and finally took interest in eating 
the food offered to her on her own.   
 

Now encouraged that our patient would hopefully make 
it to release, we contacted Barbara Saunders from the 
NYSDEC Endangered Species Program to begin to 
discuss possibilities for release sites when the young 
falcon was ready.   We all felt it was important that the 
release was near her nest site, given her young age.  
However, Barbara was unaware of any nesting location 
anywhere near the area this bird was found.   As the 
falcon continued to improve, she was moved to an 
outdoor aviary to finish her rehabilitation.   Meanwhile, 
Barbara had spent several days scouting out the area and 
located two adults and two other juveniles flying 
overhead near an apartment complex building about a 
mile away.  After eleven days in rehab at our center, the 
falcon was finally ready to return back home.   Our staff 
was thrilled as she was our first Peregrine to be 
successfully rehabilitated in the last ten years! Barbara 
met us at our center, we packed up the bird and she set 
out to bring her to the nest location at the apartment 
building.   Upon release, the falcon flew swiftly and 
strongly overhead, landing on the top of several of the 
apartment complex buildings.   While we never want 
any animal to end up in our care, we are grateful for the 
outcome of this case and that her initial distress led to 
the discovery of a new nesting location of the 
endangered Peregrine Falcons here on Long Island!  We 
are hopeful this bird will reach adulthood and have the 
ability to raise chicks of her own in our area.  
 
Lauren Schulz-Eddings is the Clinic Supervisor at 
Volunteers for Wildlife in Locust Valley, NY and is a 
member of the NYSWRC Board of Directors. 
 
 
 
 

Release photos by Barbara Saunders; 
Photos in Aviary by Volunteers for Wildlife 
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